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amount of correction; Alcuin did not always
remember with what construction he had begun
a sentence. In these days of dictated letters he
has the sympathy of many in-this respect.

Aleum's young relative Willibrord was sent away
to Bipon3 as soon as he was weaned, to the charge
of the brethren there. Alehfrith, the sub-King of
Deira under his father Oswy, had driven out the
Irish monks whom he had at one time patronised at
Bipon, and had given their possessions to Wilfrith.
Under the influence of that remarkable man the
little child came, still, in Alcuin's phrase, only an
itifantu-lu*. His father's purpose in sending him to
Bipon was twofold. He was to be educated in
religious study and sacred letters, in a place where
his tender age might be strengthened by vigorous
discipline, where he would see nothing that was not
honourable, hear nothing that was not holy. At
Ripon he remained till he was twenty years of age,
and then he passed across to Ireland, to complete
his studies under Ecgbert, the great creator of
missionaries. With Ecgbert he spent twelve years.

Now in the thirty-two years covered by that
short narration, from 657 to 689, events of the
utmost moment had occurred in Northumbria, and
had mainly centered Tound Bipon. At the most
critical juncture of these events Bede becomes
suddenly silent. Alfred's Anglo-Saxon version of
Bede goes further, and omits the bulk of what
Bede does say. A few words from Alcuin would
have been of priceless value, and he3 writing in
France to a Frank, could have no national or eccle-
siastical reason for silence on points which Bede
and Alfred let alone. The whole of the variance